[Aberrant expression of HLA-DR antigens of the MHC class II in bronchial epithelial cells in asthmatic patients].
The study of cellular events in the bronchi of asthmatic patients shows significant epithelial destruction. The ciliated cells are more often destroyed than others in the respiratory epithelium. Using highly specific monoclonal antibodies, we detected that the epithelial cells were positive for HLA-DR antigen expression, whereas those from healthy subjects were negative. The aberrant expression could be explained by the presence of T lymphocytes in the asthmatic bronchial mucosa. The activated lymphocytes (CD4+) are known to release gamma interferon, which is a lymphokine that induces or enhances the expression of HLA-DR antigens. These cells, which are known to mediate cytotoxicity in an Ag-specific and Ia-restricted way, could take part in the shedding process of epithelial cells in asthma.